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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Technical Communication (TCOM) is

the art and science of making co
mplex information clear, accessible,
and usable. it encompasses writ-
ten documents. visual design, and
interpersonnal communication that help
users understand and act on information effectively.

This white paper proposes the integration of Technical Commu-
nication into secondary education curricula to prepare students
for future academic and career success.

A Brief History

Humans have neded to share
specialized knowledge from as
far back as anciant Egyptian med-
ical papyri to Leanardo da Vinci's
illustrated notebooks.

Cross-Disciplinary Applications

Technical communication serves as a bridge between subject
areas, reinforcing learning across the currriculum.

When students learn to explain scientific concepts clearly, or
document coding projects effectively, or create visual represe-
ntations of historical data, they deepen their understanding of
core subject matter while developing transferable skills.
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Four Compelling
Reasons to Add

TCOM to Your
Curriculum

1. Career Readiness

Communication skills consistently
rank among the top qualities
employers seek regardiess of in-
dustry. According to the Nationa
Association of Colleges and Empl-
overs, written communication sk-
ills are routinely in the top five
most desired attributes in new gra-
duates. Technical communication
provides students with practical.
job-ready skills that apply across
virtually all career paths —from
healthcare and engineering to
business and creative fields.

2. Digital Literacy

In today's digital landscape students
must learn to navigate, evaluate,
and create digital content.

Technical communication teaches
critical digital literacy skills includ-
ing information evaluation, conte-
nt creation, and effective online

communication. These skills help

students become not just consu-

mers of digital content, but though-
tful, ethical producers of it.

3. Cross-Disciplinary
Applications

Technical communication series as
a bridge between subject areas,
reinforcing learning across the cur-
riculum. When students

explain scientific concepts clearly,
document coding projects effect-
ively, or create visual representa-
tions of historical data, they deep-
en their understanding of core-
subject matter while developing
transferable skills.

4. Future-Proofing Skills

As automation and artificial inteilige-
ence transform the job market, uni-
quely human skills like clear com-
munication, critical thinking. and cre-
ative problem-solving become incre-
asingly valuable. Technical commu-
nication develops these durable sk-
ills while teaching students to work
effectively with emerging techno-
logjes rather than be replaced by
them.
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Career Readiness

Communication skills consistetently
rank among the top qualities employ-
ers seek, regardless of industry.
According to the National Association of Colleges and
Employers, written communication skills are routinely in in
the five most desired attributes in new graduates.

Digital Literacy

In today’s digital landscape, students must learn to
navigate, evaluate, and create digital content.
Technical communication teaches critical digital
literacy skills including information evaluation, content
creation, and effective online communication. These skills
help students become not just consumers of digital
content, but thoughtfully, ethical producers of it.

Accessibility & Inclusion

Technical communication emphasizes creating

content that works for diverse audiences, including

those with disabilities or varying levels of subject expertise,
By teaching students to consider accessibility and inclusivi-
ty in their communication, schools can foster empathy and
prepare students to create information that truly serves

Future-Proofing Skills

As automation and artificial intelligence transform the job
market, uniquely human skills like clear communication,
critical thinking, and creative problem-solving become
increasingly valuable.



